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Objectives

1. Students will engage with photographic images as primary
source material.

2. Students will learn how to assess images critically in the
context of New Jersey Women’s history.

3. Students will gain a greater appreciation for many types of
primary sources that help craft the historical narrative and
will be able to gauge the significance of photographic images
to this process.

Materials

3 photos from Western Electric of women working; photos
can be viewed in the printable PDF file of this
lesson.



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/

Procedures

1. The students will read the background piece on Western
Electric and women working in electrical manufacturing,
available at the NJWH website.

2. The students will access the four Western Electric images
at the NJWH website and assess them critically within the
context of NJ women’s history of work.

3. Students will answer the set of questions available on the
NJWH website or apply the images to a creative
project/research paper assigned by the instructor.

Assessment
of Student
Performance

1. Web access can be verified.

2. A class discussion about the photos and the history of NJ
women and work.

3. A project, presentation, or research paper.
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